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HE pictures of Rev. Victor Anice- 

tus Vanoli, D. D., in his Roman 
ecclesiastical garb (in which 
dressed when he came to Christ's 
Mission) and in his dress as a civil- 
ized Christian, show a marked con- 
trast to the faces of Roman Catholic 
priests in general. Our Roman Catholic 
friends will be specially interested in the 
contrast of this good looking man with 
their own priests, and the priests who re- 
ceive copies of this issue of the magazine 
will take note of the kind of men who 
come to Christ’s Mission. The sketch 
of Dr. Vanoli's life and adventures 
written by himself will be read with ab- 
sorbing interest by all. Hisarraignment 
of the Roman ecclesiastics high and low 
is severe, but everyone who has been in- 
timately associated with them 
that itis true. They are the same in 
all countries, even here, 


he was 


knows 


but there is a 
semblance of decency among them in 
this country induced by public opinion 
and Protestant civilization. Where they 
are free from such surroundings 
natural instinct asserts itself. 


, the 





The Harvard Dudleian Lecture. 
Next month we shall publish the lec- 


ture delivered in October by Rev. Dr. 


( EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS. %) 


Brooke Herford at Harvard College, 
under the Dudleian foundation, entitled, 
‘*The Answer of Modern Liberalism to 
the Claims of the Roman Catholic 
Church.’’ President Eliot builded wiser 
than he knew when two years ago he 
invited Bishop Keane of the Catholic 
University to give the Dudleian lecture 
that has called forth this keen, critical 
analysis and scathing denunciation of 
Romanism. Dr. Herford’s address 
will be good reading and food for 
thought for ‘our subscribers next month. 





A Dudley Letter. 


We call special attention to the ad- 
mirable letter of a member of the Dudley 
family ou page 364. Itis the letter of 
an exalted Christian, believing, trust- 
ing, hoping in the eternal truth of God; 
while at the same time it reads like one 
of Nathaniel Hawthorne's choicest 
characters speaking through his charm- 
ing pen. What a grand people are those 
descendants of the Puritans who have 
kept the faith, devotion to freedom, and 
love of country which characterized their 
fathers. Their characters are engraved 
on our free American institutions which 
popery would destroy, asit has throttled 
liberty in every Roman Catholic country. 











This number of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC closes the Twelfth Volume, 
and the next issue, January, 1896, be 
gins Volume XIII. From the first we 
have endeavored to make each succeed- 
ing volume more useful and helpful to 
our readers, and from their testimony 
we are assured our labor has not been 
in vain. The magazine has done good 
in the special field of Christian and 
patriotic work it has sought to cultivate, 
and to which no other publication in 
the United States has been devoted. To 
God be all the honor, praise, and glory 
for what has been accomplished. 

In all that we have written and pub- 
lished we have been conscious of two 
things—the presence of God whose 
goodness and love we sought to mag- 
nify, and our own limitations and 
imperfections. In the multitude of His 
mercies He has not taken these into ac- 
count, but has blessed the work that has 
been done in His name and for our 
country's welfare. The Index, pub- 
lished in this issue, shows the varied 
and useful contents of Volume XII. 

As in the past, we believe the di- 
vine guidance that has led us on these 
many years will not be withdrawn from 
us, for we rely upon the. promises of 
Him who said: ‘‘I will instruct thee 
and teach thee in the way which thou 
shalt go: I will guide thee with mine 
eye.”’ 





Now for Volume XIII and 1896. 


Without entering into details we can 
assure our readers that the articles 
which we have in view for every month 
next year will be the brightest, most 
learned, and in all respects the best that 
can be had on the subjects discussed in 
the special features of this magazine. 
The eminent scholar, John Borland Fin- 
ley, Ph. D., LL. D., D.C. L., wil 
contribute several historical articles of 
surpassing interest; Rev. George C. 
Neediiam will continue his charming 
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‘“ Notes and Queries’’; and the Edi- 
tor’s ‘* Reasons for Renouncing Roman- 
ism and Withdrawing from the Priest- 
hood ’’ will 0¢ be crowded out, as was 
often the case during the year, but will 
appear every month. We have already 
referred to Dr. Brooke Hreford’s Dud- 
leian lecture, which will run through 
several numbers. 

Other articles in the magazine for 
1896 will be full of news about Rome's 
wily schemes—it is always plotting and 
scheming against divine truth and 
human liberty—and the best means of 
circumventing them ; full of good tid- 
ings of converts from Rome—the twenty 
millions lost to the Roman Church in 
this country —who are filling the 
churches and swelling the ranks of patri- 
otic organizations ; full of accurate in- 
formation from the most reliable sources, 
Scriptural, historical and personal, on 
all points wherein the Roman Church 
has departed from the truth of God and 
oppressed mankind. THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC will be bold, fearless, un- 
compromising, and, above all, truthful 
in the discussion of these subjects. 





Renewal of Subscriptions. 


If the magazine is to continue its 
career of usefulness it must be sustained 
by subscriptions. This is a truism to 
which all agree; and yet we are sorry 
to say there are some good people—bad 
people do not read a magazine like this 
—who ignore this fact and neglect to 
remit their subscriptions or send a cheer- 
ing word to push on the good work, 
We pray them not to continue in such 
a course, but be more considerate and 
helpful to a work like this that needs 
earnest co-operation. 

We hope all our tried and true friends 
will renew their subscriptions this 
month and thus enable us to begin the 
year 1896 free from debt. That is the 
best way for all of us to have a happy 
New Year. 
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SKETCH OF THE LIFE AND CONVERSION OF REV. VICTOR 
ANICETUS VANOLI, D. D. 





WRITTEN BY HIMSELF AND TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH BY THE EDITOR. 


gp" this sketch of my life I am animated 

neither by hatred nor vengeance. 
I wish only to give to the public the 
historical facts of my life and what 
pressing considerations induced me to 
separate myself forever from the Roman 
Catholic Church. It is my heart that 
writes and not I. 

I was born in Alexandria, Egypt, 
January 26, 1865, and was baptized five 
months later in the Church of St. 
Catherine in that city, when I received 
the name of Victor Emmanuel William 
George Vanoli. My father, whose name 
was Antoine Vanoli, was born in Milan, 
Italy. He was an officer in the Italian 
army, holding the rank of captain, but 
he resigned his commission in order to 
enter into commercial life. He traveled 
much in the East and met my mother 
in Constantinople, where they were 
married. Her name was Margaret 
Brindisi, and, though born in Constan- 
tinople, she was of the noble house of 
the Brindisi of Athens, Greece. My 
father was ambitious that I should enter 
the military service and be distinguished 
in arms like his ancestors. According- 
ly, when I was eight years old he en- 
tered my name as a cadet in the military 
school at Turin. But, alas! a few days 
before my departure for Turin he was 
taken suddenly ill with typhoid fever 
and died in a few days. Then my 
mother would not permit me to leave 
her. 

Up to this time I had attended the 
schools of the Christian Brothers in 
Alexandria. After my father’s death 
our family removed to Constantinople, 
where I attended the schools of the 
Lazarists, and subsequently of the 
Jesuits. My mother had been always 
a devoted Roman Catholic, and even a 


bigoted one. From my earliest years 
she was accustomed to speak of religion 
and the priests and exhorted me to pre- 
pare for the priesthood. She was very 
happy, therefore, when at the age of 
twelve years I left home for the Semin- 
ary at Jerusalem, where I remained two 
years. Although it was more my 
mother’s wish than my own that I 
should be a priest, yet when I entered 
the seminary I firmly believed that it 
was the will of God and that He had 
called me to serve Him in the sanctu- 
ary. Behold me, then, with all the 
ardor of my soul devoted to prayer, 
study and the other exercises in prepar- 
ation for the priesthood. I expected to 
find it the heavenly way, but I was dis- 
appointed. Hitherto I had no personal 
knowledge of evil, but I was soon made 
acquainted with it in the Seminary, and 
the forbidden fruit which was presented 
to my lips, in spite of myself, opened my 
eyes and soon I understood all. 

I wrote to my mother that I did not 
wish to remain longer in the Seminary, 
that it was not my vocation to be a 
priest, and at the end of two years I re- 
turned to Constantinople. I had almost 
completed my college course, and, as I 
felt attracted to the study of medicine, I 
began to attend the Imperial College of 
Medicine (Turkish) in Constantinople. 
Besides which I devoted several hours a 
day to work inthe British Pharmacy at 
Pera. 

I was thus occupied four years, very 
happy and mingling freely in society, 
when at the age of twenty I became en- 
gaged to a young lady of good family. 
My mother and the young lady’s pa- 
rents thought we were too young to get 
married, and as I had not yet taken my 
degree, it was decided by both families 





that we should be formally betrothed. 
After going through this ceremony, 
which was a very serious and solemn 
one to me, I went to Gratz, Austria, 
and entered the university there. But 
before I could take my degree my 
mother wrote me a sad letter, saying 
that my fiancee had accepted the pro- 
posal of a rich man and married him, 
without giving me 
of her intention. This news caused me 
a great shock. I was ill for two months. 
At the crisis, when there was little hope 
of my recovery, I was visited by a 
priest, a member of the Franciscan 
Order, who, after hearing my confession, 
spoke to me of the religious life, of the 
vocation to the priesthood, of the means 
that God sometimes uses to bring a soul 
to His service. With a broken heart I 
listened to him, and when I left my bed 
of sickness it was to pass from the 
faculty of medicine to that of theology 
in the same university. 


any intimation 


But as I re- 
called my experience of two years in the 
seminary at Jerusalem, I resolved to 
join the Franciscan Order rather than 
become a secular priest. I wrote to the 
Provincial of the Order at Trent and he 
received me as a member. 

I will not prolong this sketch by 
dwelling upon the novitiate through 
which I passed, with its silly, supersti- 
tious and debasing practices, such as 
eating my food off the bare floor, kiss- 
ing the ground, and even the feet of the 
other members of the Order, but will 
pass on to my experience in the priest- 
hood, to which I was ordained in De- 
cember, 1889, in the Cathedral of Trent, 
where the famous Council was held in 
the sixteenth century. 

Soon after my ordination a reaction 
set in. During my theological studies 
I followed the counsels ot my spiritual 
directors in a passive manner, as if I 
had been hypnotized. But when by 
the fatality of destiny I was marked 
with the seal of the priesthood, I said to 
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myself, ‘‘ Since thou art a priest in spite 
of thyself, endeavor at the same time to 
be one by sentiment and conviction, and 
not a hideous reptile like so many 
priests of our day. Imitate rather the 
ministers of Christ of apostolic times.’’ 

Having completed my studies at the 
University of Gratz, I went to the 
Propaganda, Rorre, for a post graduate 
course of study in theology. There I 
received the degree of Doctor of Divinity 
and my appointment of Missionary 
Apostolic. My examination and the 
bestowal of these dignities were con- 
ducted by Cardinal Ledochowski, Pre- 
fect of the Propaganda, Monsignor 
Satolli, who was then professor of dog- 
matic theology in the Propaganda, and 
other ecclesiastical dignitaries. Soon 
after receiving my certificates I was 
assigned to the mission at Constanti- - 
nople. When I arrived in that city I 
was appointed by Archbishop Bonetti 
the Apostolic Delegate, and Father 
Andrew Felici, the Prefect Apostolic, 
to the charge of the Church of St. Mary 
Draperis, on Grand street, Pera, and 
entered upon my duties on January 1, 
1892. As parish priest I learned for 
the first time how miserable, vile, un- 
worthy and shameful the priests of 
Rome can be, and how they can indulge 
without shame or remorse in those base 
things that beget dishonesty, hypocrisy, 
malice and infamy. 

Installed into my office, my first care 
was to see after the poor of the parish, 
who flocked to me for counsel and aid. 
I did what I could to relieve their wants, 
dispensing the offerings and alms of the 
faithful among these needy ones. This 
did not please my superiois, who had 
neglected the poor, and Archbishop 
Bonetti said it was more fitting I should 
send the money as Peter’s pence to 
Rome than give it to the poor. But I 


was not deterred by their opposition 
from discharging my duty while I was 
My efforts were rewarded 


parish priest. 
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by the love and confidence of the people, 
to whom I could preach in their own 
languages—Turkish, Greek, Italian and 
French. I went among them daily—to 
visit the sick, to comfort the afflicted, to 
find work for the unemployed. My 
work brought me into contact with all 
classes, who appreciated it in such a 
marked manner that the public journals 
took note of it. But my ecclesiastical 
friends were not well pleased. Indeed, 
it seemed that their jealousy was 
aroused, for after the journals of Con- 
stantinople, in October 1894, had 
spoken in terms of praise of what had 
been done in St. Mary's parish, my 
superior requested me to go on a special 
mission of fifteen days to Rhodes. On 
my return I well understood the motives 
that prompted him tosend me away. I 
had an interview with the Archbishop 
and the Prefect Apostolic, who said that 
as I had labored so successfully in Con- 
stantinople they had decided to send 
me to another city where I could be 
even more successful in my apostolic 
labors. But at the same time they re- 
proached me for having given too much 
money to the poor, and they sought to 
compel me to deposit in their treasury 
all that I had bestowed upon the poor 
since I took charge of the parish. This 
mouey, they repeated, belonged to the 
Pope as Peter’s pence. As I had not 
retained any of the money, and the 
parish books showed day by day the 
Teceipts and expenditures—to whom 
money was given, the amount and the 
purpose—I could not comp-y with their 
demand. Besides, the Peter's pence 
money was kept apart from the parish 
funds, and I controlled only the latter 
I gave to the poor only that which had 
been contributed for the poor. It would 
be manifestly unjust to divert this fund 
to any other purpose But these rapa- 
cious ecclesiastics who desired to stand 
well at Rome had no scruples in this 
matter. They threatened me with all 


spiritual penalties if I would not make 
up the amount they desired to send to 
Rome. 

To avoid a scandal, my mother in- 
duced my oldest brother, who is a 
banker in Constantinople, to sign a 
paper promising to pay 14,000 francs to 
Peter's pence. I was opposed to this, 
for I had acted as a good and faithful 
parish priest, but my family could not 
bear to incur the displeasure of the high 
ecclesiastics. In my _ indignation I 
wrote to Rome, and resolved to follow 
my letter thither to present my case in 
person. I left Constantinople for that 
purpose on February 14 of this year. 
On my way to Rome I was invited to 
preach the Lenten sermons at Brescia. 
Having fulfilled this duty I was further 
requested to conduct the services of the 
month of May in the same city. While 
there I wrote again to Rome, this time 
requesting permission to withdraw from 
the Franciscan Order and become a 
secular priest. I arrived in Rome the 
first week in June, and as I entered the 
‘*holy city ’’ I exclaimed, ‘‘ Surely here 
at the capital of Christendom I will find 
the laws of justice, equity and brotherly 
love !"’ 

I was full of hope when I presented 
myself before Cardinal Jedochowski, 
the prefect of the Propaganda. I laid 
bare my heart to him as a child to a 
father, and made report of my adminis- 
tration in Constantinople. He received 
me very graciously and listened atten- 
tively until I referred to the conduct of 
Archbishop Bonetti and the Prefect 
Apostolic Felici. Then his manner 
changed and he said coldly that, even 
though I was right, still I should be 
silent—that I had no right to attack 
my Archbishop or the Prefect of Con- 
stantinople. He told me to visit Cardi- 
nal Rampolla, the secretary of the state, 
and also Cardinals Parochi and Vanu- 
telli, and submit my report tothem. I 
called upon those Cardinals, but it was 
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like going from Herod to Pilate. They 
shrugged their shoulders and sent me 
from one to another. 

And here I had an interesting ex- 
perience with the Roman Court. While 
three years pastor at Constantinople I 
expended 14,000 francs for the benefit 
of the poor of the parish, and sent to 
Rome only 5,000 francs. Cardinal 
Ledochowski also ordered me to ap- 
pear before the tribunal of the Inquisi- 
tion to give an account of my steward- 
ship. It was at 10 o'clock on a Satur- 
day evening when I appeared before 
Cardinal Parochi at his residence, and 
Archbishop Laurenti, the Inquisitor- 
General of the Roman Inquisition. 
Immediately when I entered Archbishop 
Laurenti said to me: ‘‘ Little father, 
do you know that a serious complaint 
has been made against you—yes, even 
a charge that is almost criminal. You 
have given too much money to the poor 
of Constantinople, while you have sent 
only a small sum to our holy father, the 
Pope. It has been said that you are 
not one of us, that you are not attached 
heart and soul to the Church and do not 
labor for its advancement.’’ 

‘*Monsignor,’’ I replied, ‘‘it is be- 
cause I am devoted to the Church heart 
and soul that I wished to fulfill the 
duties of my ministry in giving aid to 
the poor out of the alms of the people, 
rather than in sending their money to 
Rome. My office of priest and pastor 
of souls did not permit me to betray the 
unfortunate poor for the benefit of all 
the lacqueys of the Vatican, more espe- 
cially as I did not aspire to the office of 
bishop or any other place in the Vati- 
can.”’ 

At this he jumped up from his chair 
and with great anger said : 

‘‘Insolent ! do you forget that you 
are in the presence of the two heads of 
the Inquisition, and that we have still 
the right and the power to employ foice 
to punish your audacity in making you 


submit to all the horrors of torture of 
the Inquisition? Now, you go in re- 
treat to the house of the Jesuits for eight 
days, until we have decided what to do 
in your case.’’ 

I hastily retired from their presence, 
and was glad to get away safely to my 
hotel that night. The next morning I 
went to the house of the Jesuits where I 
made the retreat. But two days before 
that I wrote to King Humbert a petition 
and appeal for aid, and as my father 
had been a captain in the Italian army, 
the King sent 200 francs to Cardinal 
Parochi for me. The last day of the 
retreat the superior of the Jesuits told 
me that Cardinal Parochi wished to see 
me. I went to his residence and he 
said to me, ‘‘ What have you done?’’ 

I said I had been on retreat as he had 
ordered me. 

‘‘But you are a dangerous man,”’ 
said he angrily. 

‘* How is that?’’ I asked. ‘‘ Is it be- 
cause I wrote to King Humbert asking 
him to help the son of one of his cap- 
tains?’”’ 

‘* But did you not consider that you 
were humiliating me, a Cardinal of the 
Church, by writing a complaint to a 
king who is excommunicated by the 
Pope?’’ 

‘*I wrote to King Humbert,’’ I re- 
plied, ‘‘ because you treated me un- 
justly and would punish me without 
cause, if you could.’’ 

*‘Here,’’ said he, ‘‘are 200 francs 
that the king has sent me for you. 
Now, do penance for your sins and be 
reconciled to the Church.’’ 

I took the money and quickly left his 
presence, with a resolve never to see 
him again. Then when I perceived 
that it would take a lifetime to ob- 
tain justice in Rome, I told Cardinal 
Ledochowski I would not return to 
Constantinople, but would go to Ameri- 
ca. He said I should go to Constanti- 


nople, but when I positively refused he 
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agreed that I could proceed to America. 
When I asked him for funds to defray 
the expenses of the journey, he gave me 
a letter of credit for 2,000 francs drawn 
on Cardinal Richard, the Archbishop 
of Paris. Next day I left Rome, and 
did not feel myself safe from persecution 
and danger to life until I reached New 
York and found a kind, hospitable 
refuge with my brother, Father O'Con- 
nor, in Christ’s Mission. 

When I arrived in Paris I presented 
my letter to Cardinal Richard, who re- 
ceived it in person and bade me call the 
next-day. But next day, and for days 
afterwards, I could not obtain what had 
been promised me by Cardinal Ledoch- 
owski. I was put off on one pretext or 
another. Finally a passage ticket for 
New York was handed to me, and I was 
so glad to get away from all that con- 
cerned Rome that I accepted it and set 
sail for this country, where I hoped to 
find freedom for soul and body, and 
liberty to express my sentiments. 

It would require a volume to tell how 
much my heart, my soul and my whole 
being revolted against the shameful 
practices of the high ecclesiastics with 
whom I was brought incontact. Their 
vices are known to all who have the 
misfortune to be intimately associated 
with them. I resolved to separate my- 
self from them. My faith had been 
shocked, but, thanks to the religious 
principles which I had imbibed from 
the Bible, and especially from the New 
Testament, my faith in God remained 
firm. Iclung to that plank and was 
thus saved from shipwreck. During 
my sojourn in Paris I had heard of 
Christ’s Mission in New York and of its 
founder, Mr. O’Connor, and I thought 
if I could get to that city and be re- 
ceived into that Mission I would be able 
to regain the happiness and tranquility 
I had lost. It was not the first time I 
had heard of Mr. O’Connor. When I 
was at the University of Gratz, Mon- 


signor Aichner, the professor of Canon 
law and Church history, mentioned Mr. 
O’Connor’s name one day in class when 
he was speaking of apostates and here- 
tics. He said Mr. O’Connor was the 
most dangerous and relentless enemy of 
the Church in America, as Gioberti and 
Bonghi had been in Italy, and Lamar- 
tine in France. My attention had been 
called to Mr. O’'Connor’s name espe- 
cially by the statement of our professor 
that he was convinced Mr. O’Connor 
had done as much harm to the holy 
Church of Rome among English speak- 
ing people as the great Irishman, Daniel 
O’Connell, had done good in securing 
Catholic Emancipation in 1829. Hence, 
when [ saw a copy of his journal, THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC, in Paris and 
heard of the work he was doing, I re- 
solved to visit him. 

Though a stranger to him personally 
I was received asa brother, for his heart 
and home are open to men who have 
had the misfortune to be priestsjof Rome 
and seek to escape from that awfnl con- 
dition of life. I now rejoice in the sal- 
vation of God through Jesus Christ, 
my Saviour and only Mediator, and I 
thank God day and night for having 
rescued me from the abyss of supersti- 
tion, pride, hypocrisy and fanaticism. 
Yes! the Roman Catholic’{priests pre- 
tend to work for the edification of souls, 
but in reality they work only for con- 
quest and power, perpetually juggling 
away the money of the,poor for the 
gratification of their evil passions. For 
them religion means the complete pos- 
session of the body by the enslavement 
of the mind. Under the pretext of spiri- 
tual direction they obtain material domi- 
nation, and sacrifice the liberty, and 
even the life, of the soul to their worldly 
ambition, their lust of power jand sen- 
sual gratification. 

In this sketch of my life I have en- 
deavored to show that my departure 
from the Roman Church was only the 








logical sequence of the events of my life. 

It is necessary for me to say further, 
clearly and frankly, that the principal 
causes that impelled me were those of 
conscience and religion. For, outside 
all personal questions of interest which 
I had with the court of Rome and the 
heads of the Church in Constantinople, 
the whole religious system, the useless 
routine of the Roman Church, violated 
my conscience and destroyed my faith. 
I was a priest of Rome; I had seen the 
Pope, the cardinals, the archbishops, 
bishops and individual priests sufficient- 
ly close, and had studied them suffi- 
ciently long ; end, enlightened by ex 
perience and study, I do not hesitate to 
say, in the presence of God, that, with 
few exceptions, the Roman ecclesiastics 
do not believe in anything ; and in their 
hearts they laugh at the most elemen- 
tary principles of honesty and charity, 

Their faith, 
their system, their religious zeal is for 
them only a means to attain their ends, 
Many 
Roman Catholics, and even Protestants, 
who do not know the Roman Church 
will hesitate to believe this, but it is 
strictly true, nevertheless. The reign 
of the priest in Rome is that of ignor- 
ance, hypocrisy and immorality. 

The voice of intelligence and con- 
science compelled me to leave that 
system where ignorance and disregard 


and especially of morality. 


a cloak to conceal their vices. 


of the Gospel prevailed, where appaling 
spiritual darkness held the people in 
subjection to idols like unto those of 
Pagan Rome. take the 
It is 
by the reading and study of this holy 
Book that it pleased God to bring into 
my soul the light, the truth, and the way 
of salvation that is in Jesus Christ. By 
His grace Iam a Christian. Heis my 
Saviour and only Mediator, and I desire 
with all my heart and soul to live and 
die in this faith of Jesus Christ, from 
whom no excommunication of the Roman 


I therefore 
Gospel of Christ to be my guide. 


Church can separate me. 

‘‘For I am persuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, 

‘‘Nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.’”’ 
Viii. 38-9.) 


which is 
(Rom. 


a 


Work of Christ’s Mission. 
Last month the New York J/ail and 
Express, which devotes a page of its 





Saturday evening issue to religious in- 
telligence, gave the following summary 
of the work of Christ's Mission : 

‘*Christ’s Mission, at No. 142 West 
Twenty-first street, which is open to 
priests who desire to leave the Roman 
Catholic Church on religious grounds 
and learn the Bible way of salvation as 
evangelical Christians understand it, has 
recently received several priests who 
occupied prominent positions in the 
Roman Catholic Church. Among them 
were Rev. Mr. Lambert, of the Redemp- 
torist Order; Rev. Mr. Ferrando, the 
Superior of the Capuchin Order in 
Colombia, South America, and Rev. 
Mr. Vanoli, a graduate of the Roman 
Propaganda and a pupil of Monsignor 
Satoll, who came to the Mission from 
Constantinople three weeks ago. Rev. 
James A. O'Connor, the pastor of the 
Mission, was formerly a Roman Catholic 
priest, but is now a member of the New 
York Ministerial Association. During 
the sixteen years of his ministerial work 
in this city he has received forty priests 
out of Rome.’’ 





A Roman Catholic priest called at 
Christ’s Mission Saturday evening, No- 
vember 9, for conference and counsel. 
He told the pastor he had just come 
from a long visit to Rome where he had 
seen and read a copy of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC in the library of 
the Propaganda. 
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Converts in Christ’s Mission. 

Under the heading ‘‘ConvERTs From 
RomeE”’ in the London Christian of 
November 24, 1895, the Rev. Geo. C. 
Needham says: 

** Last Sunday morning while Senor 
Ferrando, a Spanish priest of high caste, 
was being received into membership in 
one of our New York Presbyterian 
churches, a carriage arrived before the 
door of Christ’s Mission. Its occupant, 
robed in the order of the Franciscans, 
sought refuge under the hospitable roof 
of Father O’Connor. It was no less a 
person than the distinguished Dr. Ani- 
cetus Vanoli, a graduate of the Roman 
Propaganda, and Missionary Apostolic 
of Constantinople. On the eve of my 
departure to England in June I was 
privileged to greet Father Ferrando on 
his arrival at Christ’s Mission, and on 
my return was similarly honored in 
bidding Father Vanoli welcome. 

‘* Thus God is honoring the faith and 
effort of the founded and 
fathered by its director, Rev. James A. 
O'Connor. 


Mission 


Both these men are young, 
cultured, and evidently sincere. Fer- 
rando was educated in Alcoy University, 
Spain, after which he joined the Capu- 
chin Order, and in the monastery studied 
for the priesthood. He was duly or- 
dained, elected a Superior of a monas- 
tery and sent on a mission to South 
America. After varied soul experiences 
of struggle he reached New York, and 
became an inmate of Father O'Connor’s 
home for unhappy priests. He spent 
five months there and at Northfield, as 
a visitor to the Conferences. 

‘‘ Peis now at Princeton Seminary 
in order to prepare himself for the pur- 
pose of his life—viz., to preach the faith 
he once labored to destroy. Senor Fer- 
rando is connected with wealthy and 
distinguished Spaniards. He was also 
a special pet of the Pope, of cardinals 
and of bishops, and is possessed of many 
Vatican secrets. The 


story of his 


escape from those who sought his life in 
Curacao is a chapter of thrilling inci- 
dent. 

‘* Doctor Vanoli arrived at the Mission 
from Paris, having there seen a copy of 
Mr. O’Connor’s magazine, THE CoNn- 
VERTED CATHOLIC, which gave him 
hope for deliverance. His first inquiry 
of Father O'Connor was, * I want peace 
for my soul.’ Heisa master of many 
languages, but does not know a word of 
English. Missionary O'Connor could, 
however, readily converse with him in 
French. Hunger of soul revealed itself 
on his anxious face. With honest, un- 
flinching eyes he sought to know the 
way of life. As we pointed out a few 
choice passages 1n a French Bible, such 
as John iii. 14-16, Acts iv. 12, etc., he 
read them in a full of 
It was a_ touch- 
I have been near to this 
ager inquirer for three days and am 
fired anew with a passion for the con- 
version of such deceived men. 


sonorous voice 
emphasis and pathos. 
ing scene. 


‘* Vanoli is a beautiful refined charac: 
ter, and Father O’Connor has lovingly 
received him iuto his family. To me it 
was pathetic to hear the noble New 
York I knew his 
treasury was depleted, welcome this 
wandering, penniless Franciscan to eat 
with him such bread as the bountiful 
Father will surly provide. 


missionary, when 


At present 
Vanoli is a prisoner in the Mission. 
His Oriental robes of office would at- 
tract attention on the street, until funds 
come in answer to prayer and he be 
clothed in the garments of an Occidental 
civilian. 
have 


More than a score of priests 


been received into Clirist’s 
Mission. 

‘* Father Pollak, the Roman priest 
who preached Catholicism for five years 
in China, and who was a beneficiary of 
Christ's Mission, 
medical studies. 


has completed his 
He is thinking of re- 
turning to the people of Confucius, so 
a>iv preach Christ in his ol fields.’’ 
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TWO ADMIRABLE LETTERS. 
FROM A DESCENDANT OF GOV. DUDLEY. 

DEAR FRIEND,—The leading article 
in the October CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
has answered a question which I have 
long asked myself, but have never be- 
fore had an opportunity to inquire of 
you in person. I have often wished to 
know if Christ’s Mission had any funds 
or other sources of income than volun- 
tary gifts, as it is apparent that there 
should be something substantial for the 
suppo:t of an institution where ex- 
priests can be welcomed and helped on- 
ward, and where others seeking light and 
guidance can freely resort and be direct- 
ed to the Lainb of God that taketh away 
the sin of the world. I am disappointed 
and sorry to learn that you have no 
salary or support for personal or family 
necessaries, as I was hoping you could 
receive enough for comfortable main- 
tenance, and perhaps something more 
as the nucleus for future needs, accord- 
ing to our Yankee ways of ‘‘laying up 
something for a rainy day,’’ I have 
never had chances to lay up for myself, 
and am by no means rich, yet knowing 
that my days are uncertain here on 
earth, I like to contribute a little here 
and there to aid and encourage such a 
good cause as yours, to which you give 
your time and best abilities—physical, 
mental and consecrated moral influence 
—and therefore I send you $11 for your- 
self and the support of Christ's Mission 
and my subscription to THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC for next year. Last 
year I subscribed for two Congregational 
ministers, one without a salary or much 
to support his family, the other a young 
minister just settled in a small charge. 

Your desire that friends should remem- 
ber Christ’s Mission in their prayers 
meets with a response from my own 
heart. I have made it a subject of 
prayer for years, daily asking a blessing 
on its founder who so faithfully ad- 
ministers the Word of Life, and that 


numbers might co-operate with you, 
freely giving their sympathy, their 
prayers and liberal aid in substantial 
contributions ; and that a multitude of 
those seeking after truth and light may 
be guided by the ‘‘Sun of Righteous- 
ness’’ and become guides to others sunk 
in darkness, error and blind idolatry— 
for such is the Papal power; ‘vile 
idolatry ’’ is what John Rogers termed 
it. 

I am seventy-eight years of age; yet 
when I look over the vast field of labor 
in this part of God's vineyard, it some- 
times seems so very urgent a service 
that it gives a stimulus to life and a de- 
sire to live a while longer to watch the 
signs of the times. I pray that the 
Papal power may be broken in our own 
land and that our countrymen may 
awake from their slumber to see the 
nation’s danger. Oh! there is much to 
live, pray and labor for in our own 
country and in others dominated by 
Papal tyranny. 

THE SECOND LETTER. 

In a subsequent letter, dated Novem- 
ber 15, our dear friend writes: 

The announcement in the current 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC that $500 had 
been received toward liquidating the 
debt for current expenses on Christ’s 
Mission gives me extreme pleasure. I 
earnestly hope it may be followed by 
still more, and that the New Year may 
begin with a sum large enough to clear 
the Mission of this debt and leave some- 
thing to carry on the work in the com- 
ing year. 

If the eyes of those holding so much 
wealth could be opened to see the dan- 
gers to our country, and the great need 
of money to conduct wise measures for 
the spread of truthful information, and 
for the guidance of those who are call- 
ing for deliverance from their life of 
servility to Papal tyranny, it would 
seem that an abundance should be con- 
tributed to this object. 


My only con so 
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lation for such inertuess on the part of 
professing Christians, as well as pro- 
tessing lovers of their country—promo- 
ters of Christian institutions as well as 
National ones—is that One of infinite 
wisdom, benevolence and power allows 
it for reasons unseen by human vision. 
Yet how hard for some of us who so 
ardently desire to behold the onward 
progress of the growth of the seed 
planted by our revered forefathers ! 
We find it difficult to be content with 
such backward measures and slow pro- 
gress. 

I cannot refrain from expressing my 
great pleasure in reading your own 
words in the magazine as well as those 
in other papers respecting the recent 
lecture delivered at Harvard by Rev. 
Dr. Brooke Herford in the Dudleian 
course. I am so glad that it was of 
such force and influence as to attract 
general observation, and to alarm the 
Romanists, who have been aiming for 
greater ascendancy over Harvard Uni- 
versity. This Dudleian course of lec- 
tures was founded, as is well known, by 
Chief Justice Paul Dudley, son of Gover- 
nor Joseph Dudley, who in 1750 be- 
queathed a sum of money for a prescribed 
course of lectures to uphold Protestant- 
ism and expose Romanism. 

I was informed last year that the 
trustees of this fund had employed a 
Romanist ( Bishop Keane, of the Catholic 
University at Washington) to deliver 
the lecture, instead of a defender of the 
Protestant faith. At this my Puritan 
blood boiled, and as a charter member 
of the ‘‘ Governor Dudley Family Asso- 
ciation’’ (I am eighth in descent from 
Governor Thomas Dudley, who was 
grandfather of Paul Dudley), I wrote 
to some of the officers of our association 
upon this infamous proceeding; and 
when last year, in October, I went to 
Boston to attend our annual business 
meeting and social gathering, before the 
meeting opened I had an interview with 


the honored president of our associa- 
tion, a graduate of Harvard, and 
appealed to him if, in a mere legal view 
of the act, it was right thus to reverse 
the condition and pervert the use of a 
fund for a specified object—was it not 
morally an utter disregard of its foun- 
der’s intentions and wishes? His re- 
ply was that times were altered, which 
none can fail to see. But I entered my 
protest against such a gross violation of 
asolemn trust, and had written to the 
chief officers before going to Boston 
wishing our Dudley Family Associatior 
as a body might take suitable action on 
the subject. [Doubtless they did.] I 
have seen the signature of Thomas 
Dudley to the charter of Harvard 
College preserved in one of its al- 
coves, 

In your reply to my letter you ask 
me to continue to pray for Christ's 
Mission. I do, and I pray for its founder 
and his co-workers that all might have 
health and strength and rioral courage 
to face the opposition of enemies with 
their hatred and evil devices ; and while 
effering thanks for such favors and suc- 
cess as have thus far been afforded, I 
ask that kind friends may arise to fili 
the places of such deceased ones as 
rendered sympathy and aid in their help- 
ful labors, and that co-operation, sym- 
pathy and abounding pecuniary aid 
might be constantly received. This is 
my daily practice and I mention it, not 
so much to make it known to you, as to 
be a bond of sympathy and encourage- 
nent, well understood by those of simi- 
lar Christian faith. 

My little aid in any form, my feeble 
words are poor indeed. But you have 
with them my earnest wishes, my sin- 
cere hope for brighter times and for 
greater success in the invaluable service 
you are rendering to the Protestant 
cause and our American life. 

Respectfully and sincerely yours, 
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DEBT ON CHRIST’S MISSION— 
$100 RECEIVED LAST MONTH. 

Friends in many States sent contri- 
butions to the amount of $100 last month 
to pay off the debt of $1,000 incurred in 
the ordinary expenses of the Mission 
during the year. This amount, with 
$500 received in October, leaves $400 to 
be made up before the end of the year. 
We hope the friends of this work will 
contribute what they can toward the 
payment of this debt. We know the 
times are hard and money is scarce, but 
if we bear one another's burdens, and 
be not weary in well doing, the good 
times shall come again and in due sea- 
son we shallreap. Thanks be unto the 
Lord our God, this has been the best 
year in the spiritual work of Christ's 
Mission since it began. 

Among the letters received last month 
was the following from Mrs. A. J. 
Gordon, who shared so largely in the 
life work of her great husband : 

Boston, Mass., 
Rev. Jas. A, O' Connor. 
DEAR SirR,— Reading a recent number 


Oct 28. 1895. 


of your excellent magazine, I found 


that you are embarrassed for want of 


funds; and knowing how deeply my 
beloved husband sympathized with you 
in your work of faith and labor of love, 
I am moved to send you a small contri- 
bution ($5.00) as an expression of my 
interest in you, and assurance that 
prayers accompany the gift. 
Very sincerely, 
Mrs. A. J. GorpDoN. 

Some years ago when Dr. Gordon 
sent a subscription to THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC he wrote. ‘‘ I consider your 
magazine one of the best publications 
that comes to me. I read every word 
of it, and lovingly bid you Godspeed in 
your great and necessary work.’’ Few 
men in our generation knew better than 
Dr. Gordon what a great evil Romanism 
is, and he warmly sympathized with all 
who came out of the great apostacy. 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 





Jersey City, brought $20 to the Mission, 
and a gentleman in this city, a vestry- 
man in a Protestant Episcopal Church, 
sent a check for $10, with a subscrip- 
tion to the magazine for his rector. 

Friendsof the cause in Maynard, Mass., 
sent $20. From Lowell an unknown 
friend, ‘‘ K,’’ sent $5 to Mrs. William 
Campbell, treasurer of the Mission, and 
Rev. Dr. C. of Washington sent $5. 
Other contributions of $5 and smaller 
sums bring the amount received during 
the month up to $100. We heartily 
thank all those good friends. 

Not an Expelled Priest. 

Roman Catholic reporters and editors 
on the daily press who are the allies of 
the Jesuits—and there are many such— 
seize every opportunity to cast a slur on 
those who have withdrawn from their 
bad company. Last month reporters 
were present several times at the ser- 
vices in Christ’s Mission, and one of 
them in his report of Dr. Vanoli’s ser- 
mon said the pastor of the Mission was 
‘‘an expelled priest.’’ The following 
correction was printed in the New York 
Press, November 16, 1895: 

To the Editor of The Press: 

Str—In the report of the sermon of 
Dr. Vanoli, the former priest, that ap- 
peared in 7he Press of Monday, No- 
vember 1:1, it was said that the Mission 
was conducted by ‘‘ Father O'Connor, 
an expelled priest.’’ As Iam the pas- 
tor of Christ’s Mission, and was never 
‘‘expelled’’ from anything or any- 
where, will you permit me to suggest 
that in all probability the reporter 
meant to write ‘‘ex-priest,’’ and not 
‘“‘expelled’’ priest. The latter designation 
does not apply to me, while the former 
does. As the meaning of both words 
is not the same, I hope you will give 
this explanation a place in your columns. 

JamrEs A. O’ConNOR, 
Pastor of Christ’s Mission. 
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E “CONVERTS FROM ROME. ~) 


-) OMAN Catholic inquirers who call 
at Christ's Mission for confer- 

ence and instruction are so numerous 
that it is not possible to record their 
individual experiences. It is one of the 
most pleasing duties of the workers in 
the Mission to converse with such 
friends, to explain the differences be- 
tween Romanism and Christianity, to 
clear away their difficulties and doubts, 
and to lead them toa saving faith and 
trust in Christ as the Redeemer and 
Saviour. No part of Christian work is 
more useful and agreeable than this. It 
is a great privilege to sit for an hour 
with an earnest, honest, sincere inquirer 
and tell the story of the love of God for 
sinful man and of the power committed 
to the Son of God to save ali who be- 
lieve on His name; to look upon the 
intelligent face and see the flashing cye 
ilumined by the light of truth as the 
Holy Spirit brings conviction to the 
soul; to hear the pleading tones of the 
earnest voice asking, ‘‘Is it all true? 
Will Christ receive me just as I am? 
Should I not try to make myself better, 
that I might be more acceptable to 
Him? Will He hear and answer my 
prayer for forgiveness for my unworthi- 
ness? Can I have the assurance of His 
pardon for all my sins, and will He give 
me the comfort of knowing that I am a 
child of God? I could never be sure of 
this, even after my best confessions to 
the priests—-can I have the certainty 
now of being truly saved by faith in 
Christ and trusting in His blood ?”’ 
These and many similar questions break 
into the conversation with Roman 
tholic inquirers. 


Ca- 
They will not listen 
patiently to a long discourse explaining 
theological points; they want to ask 
questions, to have their doubts and 
difficulties removed, and the false teach- 
ings of the priests corrected. 


In many cases the truths of the 
Gospel are fully accepted and they 
make a complete surrender to Christ, 
even though father and mother cast 
them off and they know that a hard 
road lies before them. But these inquir- 
ers are strengthened by the promise of 
God to take them up and lead them 
through all difficulties, and even before 
the conference is over they give ex- 
pression to their joy and happiness in the 
salvation of God that has come to them. 

Two years ago a Protestant young 
lady brought a Roman Catholic friend 
to see us. We had a long and pleasant 
conversation, but without any percept- 
ible result, as the friend said on leaving 
th.:t she would continue a Roman Catio- 
lic. We said we would pray for her. 
Last month she called again and with 
joy in her heart told us of her conver- 
sion. She had never forgotten our con- 
versation and she believed her conver- 
sion was in answer to prayer. 


The Converted Spanish Priest. 
Signor Ferrando, the converted Span- 
ish priest, who came to Christ’s Mission 
last May, has been received into the 
West End Presbyterian Church, this 
city, of which the Rev. John Balcom 
Shaw, D. D., is pastor. Under the 
sviritual care of Dr. Shaw he will re- 
ceive tne best training for the Gospel 
ministry, of which the Spanish people 
stand so much in need. 
Dr. Shaw 
‘* Mr. Fernando is 
He has made a good im- 
pression on us all.’’ The friends whom 
this converted priest met at Christ’s 
Mission and at Northfield will rejoice 
that he is making good use of the oppor- 
tunities of growing in grace and in the 
knowledge of God afforded him under 
Dr. Shaw's wise direction. 


In a letter received from 
last month he says: 
doing well. 








368 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 








REFORMED CATHOLIC SERVICES IN CHRIST’S MISSION. 


142 WEST TWENTY-FIRST STREET, NEW YORK. 


JAMES A. O'CONNOR, PASTOR. 


[Reported for THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC by 
Evelyn K. Johnson. ] 

HE services in Christ’s Mission on 

Sunday, November 3, were of 

unusual interest to all whose privilege 
it was to be present that evening. 

The audience was a remarkably in- 
telligent and appreciative one, and they 
were not disappointed in the speakers 
who occupied the pulpit. 

After the singing of a familiar Gospel 
hymn, Pastor O’Connor continued the 
service by prayer and reading the 
Scriptures. He then introduced Rev. 
G. C. Maugeri, an Italian Roman 
Catholic convert to the Protestant faith. 
Mr. Maugeri is a recent graduate from 
Princeton Seminary, where he has been 
a student of theology for the past three 
years. [His address will be published 
in THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC for Jan- 
uary, 18,6. ] 

SATOLLI CREATED A CARDINAL. 

Pastor O’Connor then delivered a 
brief but logical and eloquent address. 
In referring to the elevation of Satolli 
to the cardinalate, he said : 

There is an axiom in the Roman 
Church affairs that applies to Satolli’s 
promotion, as well as to lower positions, 
namely, promoveatur at amoveatur. 
He is promoted in order that he may be 
removed. It is well known that ever 
since his arrival as Papal delegate to 
this country, three years ago, Satolli 
has been constantly attacked and op- 
posed by the Jesuit element in the 
Romish Church. Archbishop Corrigan 
was at the head of that faction in this 
country. Though he is not an absolute 
member of the Jesuit Order, he is essen- 
tially so in his practice and policy. For 
this reason Father McGlynn cordially 
hated him, and this is also why the 
majority of priests in the city despise 


him and chafe under his tyrannical rule. 
But they are in his power and can do 
nothing but covertly curse him. To 
show that this is not alone an in- 
dividual opinion, or a statement of mere 
personal knowledge and experience, he 
quoted the following from the pen of a 
well-informed writer in the New York 
World of November 1. 

Here the pastor read the following 
extract : 

‘* Attempts have already been made, 
in Rome and elsewhere, to ascribe the 
long expected honors of Mgr. Satolli to 
the influence of the more reactionary 
party in the Church, and chiefly to the 
Jesuits, by whom the present Delegate 
has not always been looked on with 
much favor. The purpose which gave 
birth to these reports is clear enough. 
There is, however no good reason for 
believing that the Papal action was dic- 
tated by the Jesuits or their friends. 

‘Within the short space of three 
years he has done much to reconcile the 
warring factions of American Catholic- 
ism, to sweep away existing prejudices 
against Rome and Popes and to prepare 
the way for a more cordial sympathy 
between the rival sections of the one 
great universal Church which Leo XIII. 
so fondly hopes will, soon or late, be 
joined again.’’ 

‘‘’'The pillars of the Romish Church,’’ 
continued the pastor, ‘‘are tottering 
and falling. It is a house divided 
against itself. Every week priests are 
breaking away from the bondage of the 
Pope and are seeking the light of 
Christ’s precious Gospel, as these my 
brethren beside me. Drs. Vanolli and 
Maugeri have sought and found the 
light of life and the sure path of peace 
to their troubled souls. Let us, dear 
hearers, labor and pray for the salvation 
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of these our brethren, bound by the 
slavish chains of Romanism, and let us 
endeavor to bring them toa knowledge 
of the blessed Saviour, who graciously 
waits with open arms and loving heart 
to receive and forgive them.”’ 

As the services were prolonged be- 
yond their accustomed limit, Dr. Van- 
oli was obliged to forego the short ad- 
dress which was arranged for him on 
that occasion, but he spoke a few sen- 
tences in English, to the astonishment 
and delight of his hearers, who were 
aware that he had been in this country 
but one month and could not utter a 
word of the English language when he 
arrived here. 

MRS. GEORGE C. NEEDHAM. 

A large congregation attended the 
services Sunday evening, November 10. 
The pastor conducted the opening exer- 
cises, which, as usual, consisted of 
prayer, singing Gospel hymns, in which 
even the Roman Catholics in the congre- 
gation heartily joined, and prayer. 
Pastor O’Connor then introduced Mrs, 
George C. Needham, the gifted Bible 
teacher, who, with her distinguished 
husband, has lovingly and sweetly in- 
terested thousands of souls in the study 
of God’s Word. The congregation lis- 
tened with rapt attention to Mrs. Need- 
ham’s address, which was illumined 
with sparkling gems of thought ex- 
pressed in the choicest language. Mind, 
heart and soul were lifted up to the con- 
templation of heavenly things while she 
spoke, and when she closed her address 
with an appeal for holy, Christ-like 
living and doing, all present more keen- 
ly realized their privileges and duties 
than ever before. 

Dr. Vanoli followed Mrs. Needham 
in an address delivered in French, which 
was interpreted by Pastor O’Connor, 
and the liveliest interest was manifested 
as he told of his experience with the 
head of the Inquisition at Rome. [This 
is related in the sketch of his life. ] 


SATOLLI AN ASTUTE ABLE MAN. 

Pastor O’ Connor closed the meeting by 
warning the American people to beware 
of the growing power of the Roman 
Church in this country. Satolli had 
been created a Cardinal and would be 
recalled to Rome, where he would give 
more attention to American affairs than 
any Roman ecclesiastic had previously 
done. After three years’ residence here 
he had a good knowledge of the Ameri- 
can people, and he would use this, not 
for their good, but for the exaltation 
and supremacy of his Church. He is 
an able man, who understands human 
nature, and he knows that the weak 
point in the character of the American 
Protestants is toleration of all creeds 
and opinicns, however insidious and 
dangerous they may be. He further 
said it would be folly to underrate 
Satolli’s ability or to imagine that he 
had any other motive in flattering 
Americans than the desire to obtain 
power in this country for his Church 
and establish it ona firmer basis than 
can be found for it in any European 
country. If Satolliand his colleagues 
truly loved liberty and progress, he 
could find ample scope for the exercise 
of his good desires in Italy and other 
Roman Catholic countries where the 
Church is the enemy of liberty and pro- 
gress.: 

A STORMY MEETING. 

The Roman Catholic element in New 
York city appears to be getting desper- 
ate. Christ’s Mission is evidently a 
terror to these Jesuits and they con- 
sider it a duty due the Pope and 
his ‘‘ holy Church ’’ to disturb and break 
up, if possible, services so detrimental 
to their wily schemes. 

On Sunday evening, November 17, 
a man who looked like a priest at- 
tended the services and took a seat 
half way between the speaker’s desk 
and entrance doors. His dark face was 


smoothly shaven, and was nearly as 








broad as it was long, forcibly reminding 
one of the full moon in a total eclipse. 
After the usual singing of hymns and 
prayer offered by the pastor, he opened 
the Scriptures and read a_ selection 
therefrom, commenting as he read. He 
then took a printed slip from the desk 
and read brief extracts from a sermon 
of Father Elliott, one of the Paulist 
Fathers of this city. About this time 
there commenced low growls and gnash- 
ing of teeth emanating from this dark 
visaged young man. They grew louder 
and deeper as the pastor went on, ccm- 
paring Rome's religion with that prac- 
ticed by Christ's disciples.. 

These incoherent growls were strongly 
suggestive of the Tammany tiger ilk, 
and finally became such a disturbance 
to those around him, who wished to 
listen to the speaker, that a young man 
who acts as usher in the chapel went 
and sat down beside him, warning him 
to keep quiet or he must leave the meet- 
ing. He bristled up at the usher, and 
looked blacker than 
mutterings. 


before, and con- 
tinued When Mr. 
O'Connor had finished his address he 


his 


announced the desire of Dr. Vanoli to 
speak more fully regarding the way he 
was led from the darkness of Romanism 
to seek the light of the true Gospel. 

As Dr. Vanoli was unable to express 
himself clearly in English, he spoke in 
French, which was interpreted by the 
pastor. During his address he alluded 
to the total lack of sympathy which 
those under Papal power receive, when 
they begin to doubt the dogmas of their 
Church and are seeking the light of 
God's truth, adding that when he heard 
of Christ's Mission during his stay in 
Paris as a place of help and refuge for 
those who wished help and advice, he 
determined to sail for America and seek 
this Mission. 

After Dr. Vanoli concluded and sat 
down, the disturber sprang to his feet 
and violently commenced to denounce 
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the *‘ false statements ’’ of the speakers. 
At this juncture the pastor inquired : 
‘‘ Who are you, sir, and what are you 
here for?’’ ‘I am an American citi- 
zen, sir!'’ he shrieked, striking a de- 
fensive attitude. Pastor O'Connor then 
requested him to come forward to the 
desk, give his name and standing, when 
they would listen to what he had to say. 
He refused to give his name or go to 
the front, but continued his abusive 
language of Protestants in general, and 
But 
few of those present could comprehend 
what the man was trying to say. 
Finally he stepped out into the aisle, 
advanced a few paces toward the desk 
and then halted, struck an attitude at 
once ludicious and threatening, and con- 
tinued his harangue. He was _ hissed 
and frowned upon by the audience— 
which was a large and intelligent one— 
but, nothing daunted, he rattled on. 
‘‘Some one should call the police,’’ said 
alady. ‘‘ Put him out,’’ said aman. ‘'T 
will,’’ said another. Pastor O'Connor 
would not permit this, so a gentleman 
struck up a Gospel hymn, and soon 
the chapel rang with melody, which 
drowned the man’s voice. However, as 
soon as the song ceased he again opened 
his mouth, and went on louder than be- 
fore, standing in an attitude toward the 
pastor which threatened an exhibition 
One of the 
officer, when 
for the door 


Christ’s Mission in particular. 


of pugilism on the spot. 
ushers started to call an 
the made a dash 
and disappeared suddenly. 

Outside was a posse of his allies, evi- 
dently waiting for his return to crown 
him with the laurels of bravado! When 
he had gone and quiet was resumed, a 


young man arose from one of the front 
seats and asked permission to speak. 


This request was granted by the pastor, 
and he began : 

‘‘T am a member of the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church and I believe in its doc- 
but I do not countenance the 


man 


trines, 














conduct of this excitable and rude man. 
Of course, we are taught to rever- 
ence our Church as our mother, and in 
that sense this man sought to defend 
her; but there is a time and place 
for such defense. 1 came here to listen 
to what the speakers said, and not to 
contradict. I therefore wish to apolo- 
gize for this man’s rudeness, and ask 
that the people here assembled will not 
judge the whole Roman Catholic Church 
by this man’s actions to-night.’’ 

Pastor O'Connor thanked the gentle- 
man for his courteous words, and 
assured him there was no intention on 
the part of himself or Dr. Vanoli to 
offend the Roman Catholics ; they de- 
sired to preach the Gospel of Christ to 
them and by its power win them to the 
truth and extirpate the errors, decep- 
tions and superstitions which the Roman 
Church had imposed upon them. This 
they would do, kindly but firmly, for 
the good of the people themselves who 
were ignorant of the truth. As former 
priests, they knew what Romanism was, 
and by their love for the people they 
would save them from its evil influence 
and lead them to Christ. In closing the 
meeting Pastor O’Connor invited the 
Roman Catholics to come again. But 
they must keep quiet; and he assured 
the audience that protection would be 
provided against another such scene. 


ee 


Christian vs. Catholic. 

A Christian has been defined as one 
who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the truths He hastaught. Various 
opinions prevail as to what those truths 
are, but all who call themselves Chris- 
tians agree that it is essential to believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the 
Messiah promised in the Old Testament, 
who, being God, was made in the like- 
ness of men, and humbled himself even 
to the death on the cross to save the 
people from their sins; that He rose 
again from the dead and ascended into 
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heaven, where He liveth to make inter 
cession for us. 

Believing thus one can answer the 
question, Why am I a Christian? by 
the answer, Because I believe in Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, who has forgiven 
my sins by the sacrifice of Himself and 
has given me grace to lead a life of 
virtue and has an eternal home prepared 
for me with Himself. Now, that is the 
reason for the faith that is in every 
Christian. But it is not the reason for 
the faith that is in the Roman Catholics. 
Father Walter Elliott, of the Paulist 
Fathers in this city, in his ‘‘ Mission to 
Protestants’? preached a sermon in 
Cleveland, Ohio, last month in which 
he said : 

‘* Men join the Catholic Church from 
the most diverse reasons. One class is 
drawn to her by her beauty, attracted 
by the sweetness of her music and elo- 
quence of her ritual ; some, like Over- 
beck, paint themselves into Catholicity, 
or build themselves into her spiritual 
temple like Pugin (the architect). St. 
Peter's, at Rome, has made many con- 
verts. Multitudes are made Catholics 
by studying history, some by scientific 
study of nature; multitudes, again, by 
plain words of Scripture. Not a 
are attracted by Catholic charity.”’ 

We need not quote more. There is 
not a word about the love of God in 
giving His only begotten Son to save 
the world, not a word about the blood 
of Christ that cleanseth from all sin, not 
a word about the finished work of Christ 
in the Atonement. Everything that the 
Bible teaches why men are Christians is 
omitted in Father Elliott’s sermon, as is 
the joyful experience of the repentant 
sinner who has been accepted by the 
loving Saviour. His reasons for being 
a Catholic are not those which make 
people Christians. 


few 


They are cesthetic, 
sensuous and Pagan, and his ‘* Catho- 
licity’’ is more like 
Christianity. 


Paganism than 
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BY REV. NATHANIEL WEST, D. 


-\OME vigorous work has been done 
lately in this our age of un- 
rivalled literary activity and Papal pre- 
tension in reference to the ‘‘old lady’”’ 
whose seat requires a capacity equal to 
the ‘‘Seven Hills of Rome.’’ The 
German press has just issued a magnifi- 
cent volume from the pen of Prof. Dr. 
Karl Mirbt, of the University of Mar- 
burg, being a series of lectures on the 
‘* Sources of the History of the Papacy,’’ 
and all that patient scholarship can do 
has been done here, and in a most 
masterly way, to put Protestants and 
Catholics alike in full possession of the 
facts as to Rome’s pretensions and 
Rome's career. ‘The documentary evi- 
dence is first hand. The narration is 
as Clear as glass, and the logical order 
and disposition of the material are 
worthy of a prize from any faculty. 
Nothing is more complete. A _ brief 
exhibition of the contents of this volume 
will show its supreme value. 

From the opening of the Middle Age 
to the Reformation the themes discussed 
are, ‘‘Gregory I., his equalization of the 
patriarchs and instructions for mission- 
ary labor among the English ;’’ ‘‘ the 
judgment of Honorius against heresy ;’’ 
the occupation of the ‘ Papal Stool’ ac- 
cording to the Lzber Diurnus ;’’ ‘‘the 
Pontifical Book and Life of Adrian ;’’ 
‘*the Donation of Pepin and Charle- 
magne to Roman Stool, A. D. 754 and 
774, and the Decree of Constantine ;’’ 

‘Leo IX. and the Break between Rome 
and Byzantium, 1054 ;’’ ‘‘ Nicholas II. 
and Papal Elections, 1059 ;’’ ‘‘ Gregory 
VII. and the letter to the German 
princes concerning Henry IV. in his 
haircloth shirt in winter time, doing 
penance at the castle gate of Canossa, 
1077 ;’’ ‘‘ Laws for Celibacy and De- 
cisions Concerning Simony and Mar- 
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riage ;’’ ‘ Laws Against the Laity ;’’ 
““Relations of Church and State ;’’ 
‘‘ The ‘Dictatus Papz,’ Gregory VII.;”’ 
‘*Urban II. and the Synod of Clermont, 
and First Crusade, 109s (the reader 
ought to read also Michaud’s splendid 
three volumes on the Crusades to learn 
what a splendid piece of policy the 
Crusades exhibited on Rome’s part in 
order to extend her power in the East 
and get Jerusalem, and how rather than 
allow that, God let the Turk deteat the 
Crusaders at last and land in Europe, 
holding Constantinople) ;’’ ‘‘ The Con- 
cord between Calixt II. and Henry V., 
1122;’’ Bernard of Clairvaux, the 
Whitfield of the Middle Age ;’’ ‘‘ Alex- 
ander III., 1177;’’ ‘‘The Peace of 
Venice and the Fourth Lateran Coun- 
cil;’’ ‘‘ Boniface VIII. and the Im- 
mortal Bull Unam Sanctam, 1302 ;’’ 
‘* Council of Constance, Martin V. and 
the doom of John Wycliffe and John 
Huss, Through the Bull /z/er Cunctas, 
1418 ; ‘‘ Effort at Union of the Oriental 
and Occidental churches ;’’ ‘‘ The Bull 
on the Sacraments, /-vu/tate Deo, 1439;" 
‘‘ The Immaculate Conception, 1483 ;’’ 
‘“Innocent VIII.;’’ **‘ Bull on Witch- 
craft and Protracted Sickness ;’’ ‘‘ Gift 
of Alexander VI., of the ‘ New Dis- 
covered World’ by Columbus, to the 
Spanish Crown, through the Bull, 
Inter Cetera Divina, May 4, 1493’’— 
most interesting for Americans to re- 
member, as Satolli and Leo XIII. have 
by no means forgotten it. Rome says 
‘‘America is ours by right of dis- 
covery !”’ 

The history of the Papacy since the 
opening of the great Refcrmation of the 
sixteenth century absorbs the reader, 
like a novel, more potent because of the 
unassailing facts by which it is sup- 
ported. And here we meet, first, with 
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Luther and his ‘‘ 95 Theses,”’ 1517—the 
true way to meet error by challenging 
to an open field before the eyes of the 
whole world. Error is a coward, seeks 
to conceal, suppress, gag, padlock the 
witnesses to the truth, hates the light, 
is tyrannical to the last decree, and 
fears to submit herself to the public 
judgment. Church teachers who love 
themselves and their coteries and organ- 
izations more than the truth pursue 
the same course. Doctors and _ theolo- 
gians do it. Hence the ‘‘95 Theses’”’ 
nailed to the door of the Cathedral at 
Wittemberg and the popular excite- 


ment. Let us nail them up again! 
Then the ‘‘ Bulls’? began to rage. 


Rome's pasture seems to have nothing 
in it but ‘‘ Bulls’’—divine ‘‘ Bulls!’’ 
First came the Bull of Leo X., Cum 
postquam, 
the Bull 
rouser on 


1518, on indulgence; then 
Exurge 1520-—a 
Luther and the errors of 
Luther. The emasculated progress of 
the nineteenth century, so full of 
‘* sweetness and love,’’ and *‘ only hug 
and believe what you like,’’ would con- 
demn [uther’s rash presumption that 
disturbed the ‘‘ fellowship and peace’’ 
of the Church. 

Better rot and happy than 
fight and be pure! ‘‘ Fellowship’’ 
is the word—‘‘ peace at any price !’’ 
Not so thought the glorious reformers, 
‘* Bulls’’ to the contrary, notwithstand- 
ing. 

The animals were in a _ tireless 
rage—Bull of Adrian VI., 1522; Bull 
of Paul III.; the Damnation of Henry 
VIII. of England, 1535; the approba- 
tion of the Jesuit Order, through the 
Bull, Regimini Militantis Ecclesia, Sep- 
tember, 1540; the Tridentine Decrees, 
1548-1563 ; the Tridentine Faith, 1564; 
the Prohibitory Index, 1564 ; the illus- 
trious Bull /z Cena Domint, or the 
Lord’s Supper, 1627 ; Bull of Innocent 
X. against the peace of Westphalia, 
which gave, after a long and bloody 


Domine, 


be 
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conflict, Protestants their rights; the 
Bull Zelo Domus Dei, 1648, as if the 
house was on fire; Damnation of the 
Jansenists, 1653; damnation of the 
doctrine of the apostolic parity of Peter 
and Paul, 1647 ; the declaration of the 
Gallican Clergy, 1682; Clement XI. 
and the Erection of Prussia intoa King- 
dom, 1701 ; the immortal and so called 
‘only Bull Uvnigenttus, 
1713: damnation of the propositions of 
Quesnel; Bull on mixed marriages ; 
the abolition of the Jesuit Order, by 
Clement XIV., July, 1773; Pius VI. 
on Heresy; Concordat between Napo- 
leon I. and Pius VII., 1801 ; the ** Or- 
ganic Articles,’’ 1802; Restoration of 
the Jesuit Order by Pius VII., August, 
1814, .tiux IX. ** Ineffable 
Bull’’ on the Immaculate Conception 
of Mary; Syllabus, December, 1864 ; 
the Vatican Council of 1869-70; the 
Italian Laws, 1871; letter of Pope Pius 
IX. to Kaiser Wilhelm I. of Prussia, 


begotten ’’ 


and the 


August, 1873, after Germany, united 
by Bismarck, kad marched from the 


Rhine to the Seine, under Von Moltke, 
singing Luther’s grand hymn ‘‘ £iz 


feste Burge is unser Gott!’’; Pius IX. 
: & 


and his Oued Nunquam to the arch- 
bishops and bishops of Prussia, 1875 ; 
Leo XIII. and his famous ‘‘ apostolic 
letters to all the princes and peoples of 
the earth, June 20, 1894’’—the same 
Leo that ‘‘our Chauncey Depew”’ 
smiled on in Rome, receiving his re- 
turning smile plena gratia et benedic- 
tione ! 

Such is a bird’s-eye view of the con- 
tents of this masterly volume. Perhaps 
some of the readers, who are Ger- 
mans, redeemed from the yoke of Rome, 
may be prompted by these lines to put 
this inestimate volume in an English 
dress and give the benefit of it to the 
American people. Itcan be had from 
B. Westermann & Company, 812 Broad- 
way, New York. ‘‘What thou doest, 
do quickly."’ 
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(© MONTHLY RECORD OF ROMAN CATHOLIC EVENTS. ©) 


gions of decreasing, Roman Ca- 

tholic disturbances and quarrels 
seem to be on the increase. It is very 
rare to find a daily paper that does not 
record one or more ecclesiastical 
dal or wrangling. 


scan- 
We quote some re- 
cent ones as follows : 
UNFROCKED A PRIEST. 
‘*PoRTLAND, Or., Sept. 7, 1895.— 
Archbishop Gross has unfrocked and 
suspended from the priesthood Father 
M. J. Kelly, in charge of a parish at 
Cedar Mills, for slandering Mother 
William, in charge of a refugee home 
for women located in this city.’’ 


Another reads as foliows, and is not 
yet the beginning of the end : 
PRIESTS EXPELLED FROM THE DIOCESE. 
Neb., 
drawn 


‘* LINCOLN, Nov. I, 
The out fight between 
Bishop Bonacum and his priests, which 
has resulted in the removal of many 
priests, was renewed Thursday when a 
diocesan court convicted Fathers Fitz- 
gerald and Muryhy and expelled them 
from the defying the 
The bishop presided and the 
convicted men assert they are victims 
of a packed jury.’’ 


1895.— 
long 


diocese for 


bishop. 


The same day the press dispatches 
told of another school incident concern- 
ing nuns : 

ANNULLED SISTERS’ CERTIFICATES. 

‘“GREEN Bay, Wis., Nov. 1, 1895.— 

“he county superintendent of schools in 
Outagamie County has annulled the 
certificates of Catholic sisters who were 
employed as teachers in public schools. 
The only grounds alleged for the act 
are that they wore the attire of a Catho- 
lic order. The case has been laid be- 
fore Bishop Messmer, and an appeal 
may be had to court.’’ 


If we mention these matters, omitting 
a great many more that are just like 
them, if not worse, it is not in order to 
rejoice over Roman Catholic entangle- 
ments. But the Roman Catholic papers 
are so eager to assert that their Church, 
thanks to an infallible human _ head, is 
free from all the annoyances and dis- 
turbing elements that mar the peace of 
their ‘‘ separated brethren,’’ that facts, 
as those alluded to above, show the 
falseness and wunwarrantableness of 
such claims. 





The Catholic Universe of September 
27 last is indignant over the aspersions 
cast upon Roman Catholic morality by 
the /ndependent in connection with the 
Roman Catholic lottery started in Can- 
ada in behalf of the Manitoba parochial 
schools, and Mexican bull fights. It 
endeavors to free the Church 
from all and refers to child 
murder as being the peculiar sin of Pro- 
testant New England. It says that 
priests are not allowed to attend bull 
fights. True, but this prohibition is 
only two years old and bull fights have 
been for centuries the great amusement 
of Roman Catholic Spain and South 
America. to the Gospel 
standard, people, as well as nations, are 
known “* by their fruits.’ An incident 
that took Roman Catholic 
Mexico last month rather substantiates 
the statemerts of the /rdependent. It is 
thus reported in the daily papers: 

BURNED 


Roman 
blame, 


According 


place in 


AS HERETICS. 

NEW YorK, Nov. 4, 1895.—A spe- 
cial to the Il/0r/d from Pachuca, Mexico, 
says: 


News comes from Texacapa, a 
small town inhabited by Indians and 
Mestizos (half-breeds), that ten persons 
were burned there as heretics by order 
of the auxiliary town judge. 


He claims 
he was acting according to the will of 











God, manifested to him in an extraordi- 
nary vision, accompanied by certain indi- 
cations of divine wrath against heretics 
and people leading immoral lives. The 
dispatch adds : as the news 
reached Mollango, the principal town 
in the district, the municipal president 
and minor officials, with an escort of 
over sixty men, arined with rifles, went 
to Texacapa, where they found every- 
body in tke public square executing 
grotesque dances in honor of the virgin 
of Guadaloupe, around the ruins of the 
jail, a small building solidly constructed, 
close to the parish church. In this jail 
previous to Saturday had bern confined 
Nicolas Hernandez, Martin Santiago, 
Jose Manuel, Casper Hernandez, Juan 
Tomas, Juan Tomas, Jr., Maria Juana, 
Maria Magdalena, Maria Concepcion 
and an infant child. They had been 
rudely hustled from their homes at dead 
of night on the extraordinary charge 
preferred by the auxiliary town judge 
that their lives were an evil in the sight 
of God, and that they were enemies of 
the faith and heretics whom God had 
ordered through His holy saint to be 
consumed by fire. The auxiliary judge 
related this with the utmost sangfroid 
to the authorities. He added that God 
had wrought astonishing miracles to 
confirm what the saint had told him in 
the vision. 

‘*Said the judge: ‘I obeyed the Di- 
vine command and ordered out my con- 
stables and we took these sinners from 
their beds and dragged them in the 
darkness of night, weeping and wailing, 
to the jail. When they were locked 
securely in I ordered the constables to 
set the building on fire.’ 

‘‘Twenty-one arrests were made, al- 
though the fanatical mob threatened 
ceath to the authorities. The prisoners, 
securely bound around the arms and 
chained together, were marched to 
Mollango, where a judicial investigation 
will take place.’’ 


As soon 
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Horrible as that may seem, it is in 
perfect accord with the spirit of Roman 
Catholicism which has given rise to the 
so called *‘ Spanish spirit’’ of cruelty 
and fanaticism. The feast of St. Ferdi- 
nand, a Spanish king, is celebrated by 
Rome on the 30th of May. Ina Roman 
Breviary, published in Paris by Mandar 
& Devaux in 1828, we read on page 
714 how magnanimous, kind and just 
that saint was. And then we are told 
that he persecuted heretics in his king- 
dom and gave them ‘‘norest.’’ Further- 
more, when heretics were burned at the 
stake, so says that Breviary, St. Ferdi- 
nand used ‘‘ to carry wood with his own 
hand’ for the fire. The Mexicans of 
to-day are good children of the *‘ Holy 
Mother Church.”’ 


Tet us turn to more pleasant scenes. 
The American Board of the great Con- 
gregational Foreign Missionary Society, 
at its annual meeting held in Brooklyn 
in October, reported on the condition 
and progress of its missionary work in 
Papal The report shows, as 
usual, that if the work is hard, still 
Roman Catholics can be converted to 
the Gospel. The work is thus outlined 
in the November .)//sstonary Herald : 

‘* PAPAL LANDS. 

‘* Our three missions in Papal lands 
are Austria, Spain and Mexico. The 
year has been one of blessing to each. 
It requires much time to convince a 
people who have experienced all their 
lives the corrupt and selfish practices of 
their own clergy, that there is a religion 
which teaches unselfishness and purity 
of life. Words will not convince them ; 
they have heard professions before. A 
pure, unselfish, righteous life alone can 
prove to them the worth of that faith 
which the missionaries preach. This 
requires years of hard and often disap- 
pointing labor. ‘These three missions 
are now exhibiting the fruits of such 
years of labor and waiting. The people 


lands. 
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who have been in closest contact with 
the missionaries and their work are con- 
vinced of the truth of their words, and 
many are accepting tneir faith.’’ 

i 

Austria is represented as follows : 

‘‘Austria presents a field of labor 
which has had a fascinating growth. 
A few years ago the Bible could not be 
publicly distributed. The past year one 
missionary has been the means of scat- 
tering among the people more than 
15,000 entire copies or portions of the 
Scriptures: Thus, as always, the press 
has been a strong ally and the Word of 
God a silent messenger of power. Fif- 
teen years ago there was one small 
church ; to-day there are twelve in our 
mission, with 782 members, 102 having 
been added during the year. 

‘* Owing toa manifest call from Hun- 
gary, the mission has felt compelled to 
begin work in that field. A choice 
young man has been sent there and he 
has the assistance of two Slovaks, con- 
verted in America. Their support comes 
from the people for whom he works and 
from Slavs in this country. 

‘There is a wealth of meaning in 
the ‘ Free Church of Bohemia,’ far more 
than can be understood by a mere men- 
tion. The national life Jost centuries 
ago may discover itself again through 
this channel. Wise students of Bohem- 
ian history, who are apart from our 
missionary force, read in the trend of 
this year’s events a prophecy of marked 
changes in the near future. The perse- 
cutions aroused by the occupation of 
Husinitz, the birthplace of John Huss, 
so tar from being a discouragement, are 
a special evidence of progress.’’ 


Spain is not to be despaired of : 

‘* Tf a line should be drawn from San- 
tander to Madrid and thence to Barce- 
lona, we should have a general outline 
of our Spanish field, with its population 
of 300,000 people. Here Rev. William 


H_ Gulick and the lady assistants have 
conducted our work with enthusiasm. 
It is believed that even better results 
would be secured if another missionary 
could be sent to devote himself wholly 
to evangelistic labors. Along this line 
admirable work has been done by native 
pastors and evangelists. 

‘« The International Institute for Girls 
has closed a year of marked success. 
The quality of its work is attracting the 
attention of the faculty of the National 
University in Madrid, from which two 
of its students have received the highest 
honors after a competitive examination. 
Such an institution must exert an in- 
fluence upon the homes of Spain. 
Christian education for girls of that Jand 
would cause to sweep over it a great 
wave of social reform. Remembering 
how difficult it is to reach the masses, 
in their superstition and opposition, by 
direct evangelistic efforts, we can under; 
stand that common schools, where the 
Bible is taught, are 4 most important 
agency in permeating Spain with the 
Gospel. The children become the daily 
messengers of peace. We have eleven 
such schools, in which 1,031 children 
are under instruction. 

‘‘Though straitened for funds, the 
mission has not dared to close any one 
ofits historic stations, such is the dire 
need and such the promise of a rich 
harvest.’’ 

Pa 

Mexico comes in for some good work, 
too: 

‘* While serious persecution has come 
to an end in this field and the mission 
work has been carried on without inter- 
ruption, some petty annoyances have 
arisen in a number of the more fanatical 
centres. In one or two places it is al- 


most impossible to hold public services, 
but the quiet visitations of missionaries 
are welcomed. There have been acces- 
sions to all the churches, to the number 
of sixty-five, and in the out-stations 
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several candidates for church member- 
ship are reported. Attendance upon 
worship has increased and the members 
have shown encouraging fidelity. Some 
of the most interesting features of church 
life have been the special services at the 
mother church in Chihuahua. Particu- 
lar mention is made of the visit of 
Messrs. Moody and Sankey. 

** One of the great needs of this sta- 
tion is a trusty corps of native helpers. 
For the accomplishment of this end the 
El Paso Training School holds an im- 
portant position. 

‘* The mission has met with a serious 
loss in the death of Mrs. Olds, who, al- 
though but three years on the field, had 
endeared herself to all hearts. The 
people in Parral are about to erect a 
chapel as a memorial of her. 

‘‘Surely our Papal missions are among 
as needy'a people as any, morally con- 
sidered, and they present much ground 
for encouragement to prosecute vigor- 
ously the work.’’ 

We commend to our readers, to all 
Protestants, that last sentence of the re- 
port, that they might remember that 
Roman Catholics in the United States 
‘‘ are as needy a people as any, morally 
considered,’’ and that ‘‘ they present 
much ground for encouragement to 
prosecute vigorously the work.’’ It is 
a similar work in which Christ's Mission 
and THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC are 
engaged. 

J. A. D. 

The leaders of the Roman Church, 
from the Pope down, are not ignorant 
of the work that Christ’s Mission is do- 
ing. A priest who recently returned 
from Rome said he had seen a copy of 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC in the 
reading room of the Propaganda. He 
read it, it opened his eyes, and from 
that hour he longed for deliverance 
from Romanism. 


NOTES AND QUERIES. 
II. 
BY GEO. C. NEEDHAM. 

HERE are many burdens which 
F press upon the Christian soul. 
The desolations which sin hath wrought, 
the degradation of human life, and 
Satan’s despoiling power seen on every 
hand, falls like a weight of lead upon 
the sensitive heart. The constant battle 
for bread—to win it honorably and 
keep a clear conscience and clean hands 
—is tvo often a pressing load. To know 
also that there is a place of rest for every 
weary heart, but that this Gospel is de- 
nied and falsified by preachets and priests 
is sufficient to call out sighs and groans 
from those who desire that all who labor 
and are heavy laden should find their 
way to Christ, the burden bearer. But 
let every burdened heart who reads 
these lines be of good cheer. Here are 
some golden promises and silvery coun- 
sels: ‘‘ Casting all your care upon Him, 
for He careth for you ;’’ ‘‘ Take, there- 
fore, no care for the morrow, for the 
morrow shall take care for the things of 
itself ;’’ ‘‘ Be careful for nothing, but in 
everything, by prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known unto God ; and the peace 
of God which passeth all understand- 
ing shall guard your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.’’—1 Peter 5:7; 
Matt. 6:34; Phil. 4: 6-7. 

x * x 

Spiritual life has its infancy, its weak- 
nesses, its relapses; it must therefore 
be nourished. The Christian is ex- 
horted to grow in grace. The provision 
made for growth and strength is the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
Lord, as made known in the holy writ- 
ings. Spiritual life has its longings; it 
instinctively seeks after God. Have 
you not found some stray plant in your 
dark cellar, springing from a seed which 
had dropped into a crevice? A ray of 
light enters the dark place and toward 
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This is 
It is neither strained meta- 
phor nor figure of speech for the te- 
liever to exclaim, ‘‘The Lord is my 
light !’" This he knows by happy ex- 
perience and the instinct of his soul 
reaches out after more of God ; he seeks 
a more complete illumination. 


it the delicate shoot hasteth. 
its instinct. 


» 
+} 


‘** Adorable Sun !"’ cried the sainted 
Barnard, ‘‘ I cannot walk without Thee; 
enlighten my steps and furnish this 
barren and ignorant mind with thoughts 
worthy of Thee. Adorable fullness of 
light and heat, be Thou the true noon- 
day of my soul; exterminate its dark- 
ness, disperse its clouds, burn, dry up 
and consume all its filth and impurities. 
Divine Sun, rise soul and 


upon my 


never set.’’ 


Oh, it is worth striving after to live 
continually in the sunlight of God’s 
presence. Jacob could bear the hard- 
ship of service for twice seven years in 
order to secure the abiding companion- 
ship of his Rachel. Her favor was to 
him the wine of life. So our brief day 
hardship gives zest to mirth, if, 
indeed, it be the mirth 
from 


tastes 


of 
which results 
divine fellowship. The 
the wormwood. 
Tears are suitable for the hours of night, 
but joy comes when the shadows flee 
away. 


honey 


sweeter after 


Mourning ends with morning. 
Dark clouds are forgotten when the sun 
breaketh forth in noonday splendor. 
The storm which threatened our bark is 
but a memory after we have reached 
the haven. Our best days are ahead 
when no cloud shall hide from our eves 
We shall see 
His face and we shall need no sun. 


the vision of our God. 


Once upon a time when holding 
evangelistic meetings in a church hard 
by a canal, then frozen over with the 
breath of winter, we had rather a strange 
interruption during one of our services. 
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While preaching the sermon a man ap- 
peared in the vestibule, cautiously peer- 
ing toward every part of tLe building. 
He seemed hesitant and uncertan. 
Finally he plodded up the aisle holding 
in his outstretched hand a small basin. 
His strange movement had soon dis- 
tracted the attention of the congregation 
from the Word preached. I therefore 
announced a hymn and came down the 
pulpit stairs to meet the on comer. Hav- 
ing quietly urged him to be seated, he 
refused, but, meekly bowing his bald 
head toward me and holding out the 
bow! of dirty water, requested in broken 
English, *‘ Pleashe, ba’shize me an’ 
mak’ Chishen ot me.’’ I tried to lead 
him to a seat and charged him that he 
must not disturb public worship, but he 
cried the more piteously, ‘‘ Bashize me ; 


» 


mak’ Chishen of me! 


’ 


Whereon I endeavored to explain 
that a few drops of dirty water on his 
forehead could not wash sin away and 
further explained the uselessness of any 
ceremony without faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the only Saviour of the 
lost. But he became impatient, and as 
he looked into the bow] a rude smile lit 
up his dull face as he exultingly cried, 
‘*Come out to canal an’ mersh me.’’ 
Soon as he found this but called out 
fuller explanation that only those who 
accepted Christ cur Lord by faith were 
fit subjects for immersion, he broke 
away with loud mutterings, ‘‘ I'll go to 
priesh and he'll make Chrishen of me— 
priesh'll make Chrishen of me."’ 


And so, like many other deceived 
souls, this half drunken Frenchman be- 
lieved that the priest was an almighty 
functionary—that he had power on 
earth to forgive sins. Who isto blame 
for this form or blasphemy? Does not 
the Church of Rome, the world over, 
declare that only through her priests 
can the sinygr receive absolution? Does 
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she not say, ‘‘ accept the rites of our 
Church and you shall walk in the way 
of salvation ?’’ Are not ceremonies ex- 
alted above the Christ and submission 
to ordinances the proof of an obedient 
heart? Oh, soul! heed not the delu- 
sion that thou canst drink, cheat, swear 
and be unclean because thy priest or thy 
church can make thee a Christian. 
‘The wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.’’ 


The position of the Brazen altar in its 
relation to the Jewish tabernacle is not 
without significance. It was placed 
near the gate of the court. "Through 
the open gateway the Israelite could 
enter, bringing his sacrifice to the altar. 
There the priest met him ; there the 
victim was slain; on that altar the 
sacrifice was consumed by fire. The 
altar fureshadowed the cross where 
Christ our sacrifice was offered for our 
sins. He is both priest and victim. 
He offered Himself without spot to God 
that thereby he might bring us into 
reconciliation with God. He bore our 
sins upon his own body on the tree. 
The holy fire fell upon Him. He tasted 
death for every man. He was wounded 
He was bruised 
His life was poured out; 
His precious blood was freely shed. 
The gateway is now open to usall; the 
cross is near. Iam the sinner, but Jesus, 
Jesus, thou art the Saviour! Thou 
hast burst the bars of the grave; thou 
art my only priest, my rock, my refuge, 
my Redeemer, mygLord and my God. 
Thou hast spoken peace through Thy 
blood and bestowed pardon on all who 
seek Thee. 


for onr transgressions. 
for our sins. 


The apostle Paul in his letter to saints 
at Corinth declared, ‘‘ You are not 
your own, for you are bought with a 
price.’ So soon as a sinner believes in 
Christ as his Saviour and Lord he is 
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sealed with the Spirit of God. And the 
seal is the mark of ownership. Christiani- 
ty is therefore a vital thing. My confession 
of faith in Christ is equivalent to say- 
ing, ‘‘ I now belong to another.’’ Con- 
secration is a recognition of the fact 
that we are Christ's purchased possess- 
ion. He is our proprietor. If this 
fact were fully realized, that all we have 
and are belong to our Lord, His treasury 
would not be robbed by our misappro- 
priation of the wealth with which He 
entrusts us as stewards. We are not to 
be stagnant pools but fresh springs and 
flowing streams if we are living out the 
Bible idea of Christian life and love. 
The sea of Galilee receives and gives; 
the dead sea receives and retains. One 
is life ; the other is death. 


It is worthy of notice that there is no 
statement in the Gospel that Christ died 
for the soul as a distinct entity, but that 
He died for the sinner—for his complete 
personality. He came to redeem soul 
and body, with all their attributes, 
faculties andorgans. The brain is His 
as much as the heart; the hands are 
His equally with the will. Hence, if I 
am enabled by judgment, application, 
perseverance, to increase wealth, the 
results of my labors belong to Him. 
But He is no niggard Master. He 
allows His stewards their portion ; 
nevertheless, the projerty is His. 
Therefore, to yield to Him His rights 
in service, in money or in time would 
fill His treasury with money and furnish 
His Church with an enlarged ministry. 
As managers of His interests, how con- 
scientious ought we to be. The rule 
should be, not how much can I save, 
but how much can I distribute? Not 
how much can I keep, but how much 
can I dispense? 

‘*A man there was, though some did count him 
mad, 


The more he gave away the more he had.” 
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ADVERTISEMENTS AND PUBLICATION NOTES. 


BOUND VOLUMES OF THE 


CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 
The volume for 1895, handsomely bound in cloth, 
is now ready. A glance at the Index of this vol 
ume will show its value both as a magazine of 
Christian teaching and experience and an exponent 
of the false doctrines of the Church of Rome. 
Its two leading characteristics are historical ac- 
curacy and Christian courtesy in the tone and 
manner of discussion. Price, post paid, $1,25. 
Vols. IT.. T11., [V., V., V1., VII. VIII., IX., X., 
XI. and XII., (11 Volumes), handsomely bound in 
cloth wil) be sent to any address, post paid, for 
$11,00 when ordered at one time. 





CHRIST’S MISSION. 


A Missionary Society known as Christ’s Missien 
is now pushing forward the work for the convers- 
ion of the Roman Catholics that Rev. Mr. O’Cen- 
nor has been conducting in New York since 1879. 
The growing importance of the work required 
a building where all the departments could be 
concentrated. This was accomplished nm May 
1891 when the present commodious building 142, 
West Twenty-first street, New York, where the 
work is now carried on, was purchased for $27,000 
During the first year’s work of the Mission $14,500 
were paid on the building and $2,000 additional for 
alterations, repairs #t:. $2,500 more have been 
paid since then, Icaving a debt of $10,000, 
which the Christian friends who are interested in 
the work are earnestly requested to help in paying, 
and thus relieve the Mission of this burden. 
Contributions can be sent to any of the Trustees— 
William Campbell, John Curry, Andrcw Neil, Rev. 
J. Stanly D’Orsay—to the Treasurer, Mrs. Wm 
Campbell, 18 West Seventieth street, New York, 
or to the Secretary and Pastor of the Mission, Rev. 
James A. O’Connor, 142 West Twenty-first street. 
New York. 





FORM OF BEQUEST. 


I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, organ- 
ized in the City of New York, May 1887, the sum 
of $—— to be applied to the uses and purposes of 
said Mission. 


“OUR SCARLET PRINCE.” 


This is the history of the struggles of‘ 
clergyman who passes through formalism into the 
Roman Catholic Church, and is finally re-convert- 
ed to Protestantism. 

Our readers who wish to obtain a copy of this 
book free can easily do so by sending one new 
subscriber to THE CoNVERTED CATHOLIC, with 
one dollar. The book will then be forwarded. 








WAS PETER EVER AT ROME ? 
By Rev. Mason Gallagher, D.D., with an Intro. 
duction by Rev. John Hall, D.D., pastor 
of Fifth Avenue Presybterian 
Church, New York 
A critical examination of the evidences and ar 
——_ presented on both sides of the question. 

rice $1.00. 
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FOXE’S BOOK OF MARTYRS. 
Qne Large Volume, 1082 pages, price $2.50 


THE SPIRITUAL LIFE. 


4 : SERIES 





: OF : BIBLE : LECTURES 





BY REV. GEO. C. NEEDHAM. 


Handsomely bound in cloth, 12mo., 262 pp. 
Price, $1.00. 


Rev. James H. Brookes, D. D., of St. Louis, 
writes : 

‘* I thank God for its clear, faithful and_ spirit- 
ual testimony. Every page of it is full of the 
most helpful and precious truth, and is worth far 
more than its weight in geld. Would that some- 
how it could reach every Christian in the land.” 

A reviewer has said of ‘* THE SPIRITUAL 
Lire.” ‘*A book for practical life, stimulating 
and strengthening. A better and more evangeli- 
cal book it would be difficult to find. Suitable 
for home reading. It is full of illustrations drawn 
from Mr. Needham’s long evangelical career ” 


A Most Suitable Christmas Present 


THE NUN OF KENMARE’S 


BOOKS. 
‘‘Autobiography of the Nun of Kenmare,” 558 
pages, $1.50; -‘Life Iuside the Church of Rome,” 
pages, $1.75; ‘‘What Rome Teaches,” 408 
pages, $1.25; ‘‘Story of My Life,” 480 pages, 
$1.75. 
tome four volumes when ordered together 
will be sent post paid, for $5.00. 


ASSASSINATION OF LINCOLN. 
By General T. M. Harris, one of Judges of the 
Military Commission appointed by the 
Government to try the Conspirators. 

This is one of the most important historical 
works published. The connection of Roman Ca- 
tholics with the Assassination of Lincoln and the 
full History of the Conspiracy and Trial of the 
Assassins of the Martyred President are here giv- 
en for the first time. Price $2.50. 


AIMEE’S MARRIAGE. 

This is an exciting story of the difficulties ana 
intrigues arising from the marriage of a Protestant 
to a Roman Catholic. It illustrates the deception 
of Catholic husbands and priests in their efforts to 
make a convert. By P. H.C. Price 75 cents. 


DOUAY TESTAMENTS. 
Copies of the Douay Testament, well printed on 
good paper and bound in cloth, will be sent, post 
paid, for 20 cents each; 6 copies for $1.00. 


HAP THE OTHER SIDE, AND 
OLD PATHS, 


two pamphlets, by Father Connellan, 20 cents 
each, tell of his conversion, and give the reasons 
that induced him to leave the Roman Church. 




















Father Chiniquy’s Autobiograpy, 
FIFTY YEARS IN THE CHURCH 


OF ROME, 
is the greatest Protestant book of the day. 852 
pages; price, post paid, $2.25. 


JAMES A. O'CONNOR, 142 WEST 21st STREET, NEW YORK. 














